
Sir Ron Watson – feedback on questions raised / visit to view the proposed 
new Merseyrail Rolling Stock

On 14 June 2017 Southport Area Committee received a presentation by John 
Fogarty, Director of Resources, Merseytravel, on the proposed Merseyrail 
programme of carriage renewal.   I was unable to attend this meeting, but at the 
following meeting on 20 September 2017, I asked a number of questions concerning 
the rolling stock and Councillor Richard Hands (Chair), helpfully suggested that I 
contact Merseyrail direct with the questions and report back to the Southport Area 
Committee.

The questions and the answers are attached but I also responded to an invitation to 
meet with David Powell, Programme Director, Rolling Stock, on 6 November 2017. I 
was made most welcome with a detailed briefing and there is no doubt that with the 
scheme approaching half a billion pounds it’s a huge investment.

 The new carriages - there will be four as opposed to the current three, will 
have a through open aspect with enhanced CCTV and signage. The facilities 
for people with wheelchairs, prams, luggage etc., will be enhanced with tip-up 
seats in certain areas to give extra room.

 The configuration of the seating will be changed from the current 4 x 4 to a 
mixture of this type of seating, together with what is known as airline seating.  
I think there is no way of avoiding the fact that the space per passenger 
seated will not be as great as is currently the case on many trains and the 
consultation process with the public showed a very clear majority in favour of 
the current configuration. One of the problems will be that passengers sitting 
in the airline seating areas by the windows will not be able to exit unless the 
person sitting next to them gets up and moves.

 There will be more flexibility in terms of standing areas which will be helpful 
on peak services but the public wish for the current arrangements can only be 
met to a reduced degree.

 The average journey time on Merseyrail is 15-20 minutes, so for many 
people these changes will be acceptable, but as the Travelling Wilburys put it 
when you are at "the end of the line" the position is not so good. 

As with everything in life there is a trade-off and passenger feedback in due course 
will be helpful.

I can assure the Southport Area Committee that the dedication of the team and the 
expertise being given to this project is impressive and we are fortunate that we have 
such a good rail network in our part of the world. 



David Powell – Programme Director – Rolling Stock, Merseyrail,
with Sir Ron Watson at his briefing on the proposed new rolling stock 

on 6 November 2017



Sir Ron Watson – Questions /Responses from Merseyrail on the 
proposed new Rolling Stock

Sir Ron - As the number of carriages is scheduled to remain the same ie 3 car 
and 6 car at peak times based on the preliminary information provided by 
Mersey Travel I would be grateful for clarification on the undernoted. 

Merseyrail - It should be noted that the new units will each consist of 4 
smaller cars leading to each unit being 4m longer than the existing 
ones.  In future we will be referring to “4s and 8s”, rather than “3s and 
6s”.

Sir Ron Watson Merseyrail

1. What is the width of the new 
carriages as opposed to current 
rolling stock?  

The new units are being designed to 
a bespoke profile, specific to our 
network which is slightly larger on 
the inside.

2. Is the 4x4 seating to be 
retained? 

A mixture of facing seats and airline 
seats is proposed.  This is a 
consequence of the consultation 
process that we undertook with 
passengers prior to initiating the 
procurement process.  We were 
given a clear indication that while 
many passengers like the current 
configuration, a significant 
proportion would prefer airline style 
seating.

3. In the event of the carriages 
moving to what is described as 
airline seating ie single rows, 
what will the seating 
configuration be ie 2x2 - or 3x2? 

The new trains will have a 2+2 
seating configuration.  We are not 
considering 3+2 seating, which we 
know is widely deployed elsewhere 
but is unpopular with passengers 
and in our opinion would be 
considered a retrograde step.  

4. What space is to be allocated to 
each seat as opposed to now?  

Our specification called for seat 
pitches to enable a 95th percentile 
British male to be able to sit in 
comfort.  Our chosen train 
manufacturer, Stadler have 



proposed a seatback to seatback 
dimension of 1700mm in order to 
meet this requirement and have 
satisfied us that this would allow 
two 95th percentile males to sit 
without their knees touching each 
other (my lead engineer and I are 
both slightly larger than this size 
and have physically tested this).  
The current trains have a range of 
different dimensions for seat 
spacing with the majority of bay 
seats being around 1660mm.  Our 
airline seating has a pitch of 775mm 
(830 for priority seating) which 
compares favourably with some 
other recently introduced fleets in 
the UK, which have pitches as low 
as 700mm and have drawn criticism 
from passengers.  

5. Is it anticipated that if it is row by 
row seating will passengers at a 
window seat be able to exit 
without the other passengers 
moving ie what is the space 
allowed between the back of the 
seat in front and the seat itself?  

To some extent this depends on the 
size and agility of the passengers, 
however for most adults this would 
not be possible in the airline style 
seating but may be so in the facing 
bays. 

6. The current seats provide full 
body support up to head level is 
this to be maintained?’ 

Yes - This was a point that we 
consulted on and received clear 
feedback that the high seat backs 
were valued for their support but 
there was concern that they 
provided a visual obstacle.  We have 
therefore retained the high back 
seating but with a narrower 
headrest which will allow 
passengers and staff to view 
between seats more easily.


